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A Statistical Analysis of the Japanese Hit Song Lyrics through the
Years 1968-2013.

SAKO, Teruhito
Tokyo Metropolitan University
telsako@tmu.ac.jp

The purpose of this paper is to describe the chronological changes that have been
occurring in Japanese hit song lyrics through the years 1968-2013. In so doing we
articulate the historical significance of Munesuke MITA’s work 4 History of Modern
Japanese Mentality (1978).

To achieve this aim, we employ text-mining approach. Text-mining is the
computer-assisted statistical analysis of natural language text. First we make a data-set
that includes 956 hit song lyrics from 1968 to 2013 —16.2MB in ASCII text format--.
Second, we articulate frequently-used words (or categories) and their co-appearances
in the corpus. Third we connect the result of our analysis with Mita’s, and inquire into
the sociological implications of our analysis.

Throughout the 46 years, the top 4 frequently-used categories have been almost
dominated by ‘love’, the first person pronouns, the second person pronouns, and ‘mind’.
That is to say the biggest and the most enduring subject of the Japanese hit song lyrics
is ‘the love affair between you and me’, or ‘my feelings to be in love with you’. And
the chronological analysis shows 3 trends. 1) The ‘rain’ stopped and the ‘wind’ blows
in the ‘sky’. 2) The source of ‘light’ was altered from the ‘burning’ fire to electric
bulbs or diodes. 3) The adult indulgences (alcohol and nicotine) came to be excluded.

We can glimpse the major qualitative changes in the love songs by calculating
the co-appeared categories with ‘love’ in chronological order. In the upshot, we
find 5 trends. 1) The scene where the lovers love each other was transformed from
some particular place to quite abstract and over-sublime situations. 2) Love lost the

association with ‘death’ and ‘family’. 3) The decreasing value of the face-to-face
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relationship between the lover and the loved in past and present, and the growing
importance of imaginary and unilateral affection to somebody who does not yet
encounter. 4) In relation with ‘love’, the meanings of ‘happiness’ came to be diverse
other than the success of ‘love’. 5) The implication of ‘fate” was reversed from the
disappointing separation to the delightful rendezvous of the lovers.

Mita’s analysis showed the structuring process of the Showa’s popular song that
was crystallized in Masao Koga’s lyrics. It was synchronized with the take-off process
of Japanese modern capitalism and national mobilization. Our analysis took Mita’s
analysis over, and sketched the major changes in the Heisei’s hit songs and its historical

situation that could be characterized as the mass consumption era.



