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The Meaning of Encountering Market Society
A case of Pinatubo Aetas in the Philippines

YOSHIDA Mai
Graduate School of Humanities,

Tokyo Metropolitan University

This paper discusses the social exclusion of the
Pinatubo Aetas, a group of indigenous people in the Philippines,
who were pushed to join the market economy immediately after
eruption of Mt. Pinatubo in 1991. Since their entry into the labor
market, the Aetas’ nature of work and values has been changing as
they are physically and culturally incorporated into the market.
However, when the Aetas enter the local labor market,
they are tagged as “indigenous people” and categorized as
non-skilled laborers, which result in their marginalization. The
Aetas eventually try to acquire the values and labor skills of the
dominant market to sustain their livelihood and escape poverty.
» However, because of lack of access to market resources, they
remain trapped in poverty. From a social perspective, the Aetas are
excluded in the labor market, although they are culturally included
in the market value system. This paper points out these processes
as being part of a structure of the Aetas’ social exclusion. Further,
this paper examines the linkage of this exclusion and the cultural
inclusion of the Aetas. In a previous study on social exclusion, the
phenomenon of exclusion was discussed within the context of
social structures such as labor market, civil society, and state. The
Aetas are not only marginalized by existing social structures; their
value system is also gradually endangered as they are forced to
acquire new skills and adapt to the market value system to survive.
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This paper examines specific examples of Aetas in the
labor market from these viewpoints to capture the process and
meaning of their inclusion in the market society.

Keywords: indigenous people, social exclusion, cultural
inclusion
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