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Urbanism, Residential Mobility and Social Networks

Yasushi Matsumoto
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Summary

The modified Fischer’s hypotheses derived from the analysis of Nagoya Survey data are tested on
the basis of Tokyo Survey data.

The assumed positive effect of urbanism on the size of middle-distance friendship networks is
supported among the respondents who grew up in the Metropolitan area, but not among migrants.

Urbanism negatively correlates with the size of neighboring networks only among those people who
live in the high economic status areas, and it is negatively related to the score of neighbor-supportedness
among all respondents. However, kinship relations are not affected by urbanism at all. The size of
kinship relations and the degree of kinsupportedness overwhelmingly depend on the proximity of kin
resources, and therefore depend on the place where respondents grew up. Some effects of residential
mobility on social networks are suggested.





