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This thesis is a concise version of four academic presentations. It consists of three major studies :
Study 1: The image structure of the big city
Study 2: The yearning for big cities and the desire to live there
Study 3: Confirming the evaluation of big cities

For studies 1 and 2, we conducted a questionnaire survey on elementary school children and middie and high
school students, 1,427 in all, in Hakodate, Mito, Nase and Kikai. Also, 411 abult men from those areas answered simi-
lar questionnaires. For study 3, we gathered data from 615 elementary school children, middle and high school stu-
dents, and 1,828 adult men and women in Tottori and Iki.

The questionnaire was the same as we used in “The country people’s image of the big city” described above. Its
focus were twenty- two questions on people’s impressions of the big city and their home town.

These are the main results in brief: From the structural analysis of the big city image according to quantification

Pa—

theory I, we obtained five axes: “comfort”,

noowr " o«

disadvantage”, “inconvenience”, “emancipation”, and a fifth one we were
unable to define.

Combining the first two axes showed that high school students and grown-up men hold totally different images.
While school students saw the city as a comfortable place to live in, grown-up men did not. Also, people living close
by a large city or in a populous area held a negative image.

People seeing the large city as pleasant and congenial, with a lot of entertainment and good schools, generally
tended to have stronger desire to live there, but this correlation also depended on age and was rather different for
high school students and grown- up men. .

Among all groups, the high school students were the ones that had the strongest desire to live in the city, while
grown- up men had the least. It can be inferred that the former wish to live in the big city out of disiike for their
present living place and its bad image, while the latter are attracted by the special characteristics of the big city.

However, even among those who want to live in the big city, a significant number of high school students think
that they live comfortably and pleasantly at present, and the grown- up men think of the city as polluted and
irritating. This shows a certain ambivalence in the desire to live in the city and affection toward the present place of
residence.

To confirm the results we obtained in the study of “The country people’s image of the big city” and the first of
this study, we conducted a similar survey in Iki and Tottori. The result was as follows:

The image of the big city was almost the same as in the other surveys, the negative factors being high crime rate,
pollution, dirt, danger, air pollution, lack of beautiful nature, hard to liye, etc. On the positive side, images like
radiant, bright, and busy were prominent. The images of their own place of residence were also similar to the former

studies, mostly favorable, but less so with rising age (up to high school students.)
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Only regarding taste did the residents of the big city come out on top. Other than that, they were seen as boring,

coldhearted, apathetic, unreliable, unsociable and antipathetic, the same as in the former studies.





