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Abstract
Nursing Care for Long-term Hospitalized Children and Their Families in NICU.
Purpose: The purpose of this study was to explore nursing care for long-term
hospitalized children and their families in NICU,
Methods: A qualitative inductive study was conducted and data were obtained by
semi-structured interviews about daily care for long-term hospitalized children and
their families by nurses in NICU. Eight nurses working in NICU in and around Tokyo
participated in the study. Data were collected from April until October, 2013.
Results: Nursing care for long-term hospitalized children and their families in NICU
was found to be as follows; (1) Nurses discussed nursing care for long-term hospitalized
children who had special needs with all other staff members. (2) More experienced
nurses passed on their knowledge and skills to the younger generation of nurses,
because there was a lack of written material in this area. (3) Nurses worked together
with other medical professionals to foster the development of children and to prepare
an appropriate environment for children. (4) Nurses reported struggling with the
emotional aspects of this type of nursing. In regard to parents’ decisions or doctor’s
attitude to the children with negative prognosis, nurses agonized over what to do for
the children.

Key word : NICU, long-term hospitalization, nurse, family
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