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Summary

Minami-Iwo-To Island is small volcanic island approximately 1300 km off the south of Tokyo (24°13.7N,
141°27.7E) and it has 367 ha in area and 916 m in altitude. ~ Since the island’s discovery, it remains nearly
uninhabited to this day. The biodiversity of this remote island had been studied infrequently because of the
difficulty of access. Based on the only comprehensive survey in 1982, Minami-Iwo-To has been presumed to be
pristine for the ecosystem status, because of its isolated and uninhabited status. Tokyo Metropolitan Government
and Tokyo Metropolitan University carried out a scientific expedition to reveal the current status of geology and
biodiversity of this island during 17-27 June 2007. We struggled to ensure the safety of expedition members, and
severe quarantines were imposed to prevent any artificial introduction of organisms between Minami-Iwo-To

Island and Chichijima Island in order to protect the island ecosystems.



