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The Process of Rural Migration and Settlement in
Depopulated Mountainous Villages:
A Case Study of a Female Community Leader in
Hinohara Village, Tokyo

NARITA, Ryo
Graduate School of Humanities, Tokyo Metropolitan University

In recent years, there has been an increasing interest in urban
residents moving to and settling in rural areas. In disadvantaged
areas, including depopulated areas, attention is being paid to
whether this trend will continue in the future and contribute to the
survival of the area. Therefore, in this study, as a preliminary
consideration for discussing the recent migration and settlement,
we analyze the settlement process of immigrants before the 1980s,
focusing on Mrs. Y a female community leader in Hinohara Village.

She settled in Hinohara Village for two reasons. First, she had
worked on various activities such as independent childcare to
improve living conditions, with women who were in similar
circumstances. Second, she emphasized a desire to take care of the
region.

Hinohara Village was once a "male society" promoting strong
relationships with relatives. Due to the efforts of people who
emigrated a generation ago, including her, today, migrants adapt to
local life relatively easily. Moreover, I think that in the process of
her settlement, there are clue to discussing the sustainability of

these depopulated mountainous village.
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