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In late years, study of neighborhood association of Asian countries including Philippines has
been done by Japanese urban sociologists. And also, comparative study with Japanese Chonaikai
(Urban Ward Association) has been tried by them, too. But, general understanding about
Indonesian RT/RW does not progress well although the existence has referred on some articles by
researchers.

Indonesian neighborhood association, called Rukun Tetangga(RT) and Rukun Warga(RW)
were legislated for the first time in Jakarta in 1966. After that, the law and system were established
in Indonesia whole land in 1983. The purpose of this article is to describe the functions of
Tonarigumi/Azazyookai, the origin of RT/RW in Indonesia today.

After examine the functions , this article suggest these facts, (1) similarity with Japanese
Tonarigumi system, (2) comprehensive functions of Tonarigumi/Azazyookai, (3) background of leg-
islation Tonarigumi system, (4) influences to Javanese society.





