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Figure 1. Piebald individuals of Zebrasoma flavescens collected from the Ogasawara Islands. A: left
side of NSMT-P 124543, 152.2 mm in standard length (SL); B: right side of NSMT-P 124543; C: left
side of KAUM-I. 74714, 187.8 mm SL; D: right side of KAUM-I. 74714.
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Table 1. Counts and measurements of Zebrasoma flavescens collected from the Ogasawara Islands.

NSMT-P 124543 KAUM-I. 74714
Standard length (SL; mm) 152.2 187.8
Counts
Dorsal rays Vv, 24 V, 24
Anal rays 111, 20 111, 19
Pectoral rays 15 16
Pelvic rays 1,5 I,5
Principal caudal rays 16 16
Upper teeth 18 18
Lower teeth damaged 22
Anterior gill rakers 11 10
Posterior gill rakers N/A N/A
Measurements (%SL)
Body depth 62.0 54.0
Body width 14.0 124
Head length 39.1 34.3
Snout length 23.6 23.0
Orbit diameter 7.9 6.7
Interorbital width 9.4 8.5
Upper jaw length 5.4 4.7
Caudal peduncle depth 10.0 9.6
Caudal peduncle length 6.1 5.7
Pre-dorsal-fin length 42.5 42.2
Pre-anal-fin length 51.2 48.3
Pre-pelvic length 37.9 35.2
First dorsal-fin spine 5.7 53
Last dorsal-fin spine length 26.0 23.8
Longest dorsal-fin ray length 27.5 25.6
Last dorsal-fin ray length 6.4 53
First anal-fin spine length 5.9 6.4
Longest anal-fin ray length 233 20.7
Last anal-fin ray length 6.1 6.0
Caudal fin length 25.0 22.0
Pectoral fin length 32.1 29.2
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Two specimens (152.2 mm and 187.8 mm in standard length) of the genus Zebrasoma were
collected from off Ani-jima island of the Ogasawara Islands, southern Japan. These specimens sheared
most diagnostic characters with the Yellow Tang, Zebrasoma flavescens (Bennett 1828), excepting
body coloration. Although this species is characterized by the body being entirely yellow, the collected
two specimens had white and black areas on the body and the fins. The two specimens were concluded

to be some kind of color polymorphism that has generally been called ‘piebald’.
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