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Survey of rats on Minami-Iwo-To Island, Volcano Islands, the Bonin Islands.
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Summary

The black rat Rattus rattus is widely distributed in the Bonin Islands, including uninhabited islands. The
black rat is of great concern for conservation of the islands because it can intensively impact the native biota as a
predator. To date, rats and mice have never been reported on Minami-Iwo-To Island. However, rats may have
invaded since the last survey in 1982. To confirm the absence of rats on Minami-Iwo-To Island, we used attractant
baits to conduct a camera trap survey and checked for rats in the field. We found no evidence of rats on the island
and suggest that rats and mice remain absent. Because rats can swim, they may still accidentally invade; therefore,

regular monitoring should be conducted.
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Figure 1. Survey sites on rat existence.
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